Intramedullary spinal neurenteric cyst with fluid-fluid level.
Spinal neurenteric cysts are rare intradural extramedullary lesions of the spine, commonly located in the cervical and thoracic regions. The majority localize ventral to the spinal cord and are associated with other vertebral anomalies. Here, the authors report a rare case of a 3-year-old boy presenting with a 1-week history of meningismus followed by rapid-onset (over a few hours) paraplegia. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed an intramedullary cystic lesion with a fluid-fluid level in the cervicothoracic region of the spinal cord without associated bony or soft tissue abnormalities. To the best of the authors' knowledge, such clinical and radiological presentation of a spinal neurenteric cyst has never been reported. A brief review of the pertinent literature is presented, and the possible pathophysiology of such a presentation is also discussed.